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A. Organizational
Meeting

B. Registration

C. League
Availability

D. Game Schedules

E. Classifications

GILBERT PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

ADULT SOFTBALL PROGRAM

PROGRAM STRUCTURE

Organizationa meetingsarenolonger held for upcoming seasons. All leagueinformationis
availableonthe Town website at www.gilbertaz.gov/parks/'sports-adult.cfm. Pleaserefer to
the current leagueflyer for specificinformation on meeting dates and times. Three softball
leagues are conducted each year.

Regidration occursat the Southeast Regiona Library prior to each season, andlateregistration
isaccepted at the Parks & Recreation main offices prior to the season start dateif spaceis
avaladle.

Teamsthat meet all registration requirementsaredigiblefor theleagueregistration. Teams
arerequested toindicatetheir first choicefor league play at thetime of registration onthe
roster. Teamsmay also indicate asecond choicetoincreasetheir chancesfor acceptance
into theleague. Teamsindicating asecond choicewill be placed in their second choice
leagueonly if thair firgt choiceleagueisunavail able. Theleaguedirector may redtrict participation
of any team or player into aleague at the director'sdiscretion,

Softball leaguesare normally based on eight teams per league. Fina league structurewill be
determined by registrationsreceived. Pleaserefer tothe current leagueflyer for additional
leagueinformetion.

Althoughitisnearly impossibleto place every teamin theleaguethey request, effort will be
madeto do so. Leagueswill beofferedinthefollowing categories:

1Y/ [< 0 TR B,C,D
LYAY(010 1< C
COEd: . B,C,D

Please refer to the current league information
flyer for complete registration details, including
meeting requirements, and deadlines for submitting rosters.

TheGilbert Parks& Recreation Department reservestheright toimplement, alter,
add or deleterulesand/or policies asdeemed necessary.
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GILBERT PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT - ADULT SOFTBALL PROGRAM

. Alcoholic
Beverage
Policy

. Amateur Softball
Association
Registration

. Awards

. Returned Checks

. Forfeits

. Music

Game Times

H. Insurance

LEAGUE POLICIES

The consumption of beer, wine or spirituousliquor isnot alowed in Town of Gilbert Parks.
Playersviolating theno acohal policy will be subject todiscipline, including gamesuspensions
and/or expulsionfrom theleague. Teamsviolating thispolicy may be subject to forfeiture of
thegameand/or expulsion fromtheleague.

All teamsenrolledin Gilbert Parks& Recrestion adult softbal | program arerequiredtoregister
withtheAmateur Softbal Association. At registration, teamsmust includethe $25A.SA. fee
withtheir teamregistrationfee. AnA.S.A. card and officia rulebook will beissuedto each
teamregistering. Only oneA.S.A. feeischarged per year for each team.

LeagueAwards.
Tournament Awards:

* 15individua 1<t placeteam T-shirts.
* First and second placeteam American Expressgift cards*
(%50 1st, $40 2nd) *can be applied to team fee next season.

Teamswill bediminated fromany further league play for non payment of leaguefees.

Gametimeisforfettime. (exception: fiveminutegraceperiod for first games). Thefield
supervisor’sor umpireswatch representstheofficid time. Any timeeight playersareat the
diamond, thegame must start. If ateam playswith only eight players, the ninth and tenth
batting positions are not out and may be added at anytimein the game, but they must be
added to the bottom of theline-up. Players must be on thefield, or in the dugout to be
considered at the diamond.

No amplified music deviceswill beallowed at Freestone Park.

Forfeit Limits: A team which exceedsits maximum limit may be dropped from theleague
without arefund. Maximumlimits:

» Teamswhich play onegameper week ...........cccceueeneee. 2forfets

» Teamswhich play two gamesper week ...........cccueeneee. 3forfets

Gametimesare 6:30, 7:30, 8:30 or 9:30pm and 55 minutesin length. Except inthe caseof a
tie, nonew inningwill begin after thetimelimit. Intheevent of atiegameafter seveninnings,
or thetimelimit (whichever comesfirst), oneextrainning will beallowedtotry and break the
tie. Eachteamwill start the extrainning with their last batter on second base and 2 outs.
Teamsmust bat at the spot in the batting order wherethey ended thegame. If thegameisdtill
tied after the extrainning, then that gamewill berecorded asatieand no new inning will be
alowed. Courtesy runnerswill not bealowedintheextrainning. Startinganew inning after
50 minutesisat thediscretion of theumpire.

The Town of Gilbert doesnot provide player insurance. Playersplay at their ownrisk. All
playersmust sign theroster waiver form (or player addition waiver form) before playing.
(Please seethe detailed roster information on page5.)
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GILBERT PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT - ADULT SOFTBALL PROGRAM

I. Refund Policy

J. Roster
Eligibility

K. Rosters
Min. & Max.

L. Extra Player Rule

M. Shorthanded
Rule

N. Batting Rules

No refundswill begiven unlessaleagueiscancelled or ateam cannot be accommodated in
theleagueof their choice. Intheevent that ruleviolationsresult in ateam being removed from
theleague, thefollowing refund formulawill beused.
» Teamsexpelled between the date of registration and the beginning of
their leaguesfirst gamewill forfeit 100% of their registration fee.
» Teamsexpelled after thestart of their first gamewill forfeit 100% of fee.

Playersmust be at least 16 yearsold. Upto four players may be added to theroster after
origina registration. All roster sarefrozen beforethefir st game of teamsfour th week
of play. Direct all roster additionsand del etionsto the field supervisor with ateam add/drop
form. Any player additions must be done at the park to update team roster. The field
supervisor and/or league coordinator havethe option to rgect aplayer additionif theplayer's
ability isabovethat team'sleague classification. Playersmay play on multipleteamsin
theGilbert league. Player smay play on multipleMen's, Women's, or Co-Ed teams
if they choose, however ALL PLAYERS must be listed on the team roster for
classification purposes at the team registration meeting and the copy of the team
roster that isat the park. Failuretolist all playerson theroster will allow roster
proteststobeupheld. Teamsfailingtolist all player son theroster will be expelled
from certain leaguesbased on theteam win-lossrecord assituationswar rant.

Rostersmay have up to 20 players. (A minimum of 10 playersisrequired ontheroster).
Managersare encouraged to fill every spot ontheir roster. A minimum of eight playersis
requiredto quaify asateamfor officia play. |f ateam beginswith eight or nineplayers,
the ninth and tenth players may be added to the line-up at anytime, but must be
added tothebottom of theline-up.

AnE.P. (extraplayer) beyond the origind line-up must beindicated on the scoresheet when
thelineupissubmittedin order to bedigibleto play. UsingtheE.P.is11 battersfor mensor
womensteams, and 12 battersfor Co-Ed teams. All players must bat.

No matter which batting option isused (see below), ateam may never play withlessthan 8
players. If aplayer isgected, an out shal bedeclared for eachturnat bat. If aplayer leaves
thegamefor any reason other than an g ection, an out will be called thefirst timethat player
isdueup. If theplayer who hasleft thegame hasasubstitute, than no outswill becalled. Two
g ectionsfrom oneteam inthe samegamewill be causefor forfeiture of that gameregardless
of how many substitutesare present at that time.

Teamshavethe choice of threedifferent batting options. The batting option must bedeclared
beforethe game begins, and may not be changed oncethe game hasstarted.

SandardBaiting:  Teamsmay bat 10 players. All 10 playersadsoplay thefield.

ExtraPlayer Rule Teamsmay utilizethe ExtraPlayer rule(seeabove), and bat 11 players(12in
Co-Edleagues). Any 10 playerscan beinthefidd.

Optiond Betting: Teamsmay bat dl playersinaround-robinstyle. Any 10 playerscanbeinthe
fidd. (Co-Edfidding rulesapply- seepage 7). Thisoptiona batting may only
beusad if men'sor women'steamshaveaminimumof 12 players, and Co-Ed
teamshaveaminimum of 12 players, a thestart of thegame Additiond players
who arrivelateto thegamemay beadded to the bottom of thelineup. (Co-Ed
teamsmay bat femal esback-to-back, but not mal esback-to-back.)
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. Game
Cancellation

. Post-Season
Tournament

. Rules of Play

. Courtesy
Runners

. Ejected
Player(s)

. Protests

. Player
Eligibility

Games postponed duetorain or other unforeseen reasonswill be rescheduled at the end of
theseason. Thefield supervisor or umpirewill determinethe playable condition of thefield.
Itisthemanager'sresponsibility to obtain the date, time and location of any make-up games
by obtaining an updated schedulefrom thewebsite. If weather conditionsare questionable,
itistheteam manager’srespongbility to call after 3:30 p.m. tofind out if gameswill be played.
Therainout lineis(480) 503-6201.

A singledimination tournament will follow theregular season. All teamsintheleaguewill be
included in thetournament (hometeam determined by highest seed). Exception: Ina9team
leaguetheninth teaminthe standingswill not bedigibleto play inthetournament. All league
rulesstill apply in tournament play with the exception of the championship game
beingonehour inlength. Inorder to balance competition levels, certain teams may be
switched into other leaguesfor the post season tournament. Example: thewinner of Mens
“D” may switchwiththeloser of Mens“C”. Theleaguecoordinator hasthefina decisionin
al mattersconcerningthisrule.

GENERAL RULES & REGULATIONS

Amateur Softball Association (A.S.A.) rulesapply to situationsnot covered inthefollowing
leaguerulesoutlined in thishandbook. (Umpires have the authority to make decisionson
situations not specificaly coveredintheofficia A.S.A. rulebook, or thishandbook.)

Onemaeand femalecourtesy runner per inningisallowed (exception: samerunner may use
courtesy runner morethan once eachinning). Therunner must bethe player who madethe
last out (Co-Ed - must be samegender). Teamsmay usetheA.S.A. substitutionruleaswell.
If the courtesy runner’ stimeat bat comesaround, he/shemust bat and the opposing team can
decidewho will becomethe new courtesy runner.

Any player gected from agameisautomaticaly suspended from the next game. Any gected
player who playsin the next game causes his/her team to forfeit that game. Any player
gjected twice in a season will be dropped from the league. (Also see the section in this
handbook titled “ Player/Team Conduct” on pages9.)

Protestsmust bemadeat thetimetheplay in questioniscommitted. Themanager must notify
the umpire beforethe next pitch. Theumpirewill then notify the opposing team and the
official scorekeeper. Theumpiresand field supervisorswill attempt to solvethe problem.
Ruleinterpretationswill betheonly consideration for aprotest and not an umpire sjudgment.
If aprotest isnot settled, managers must submit awritten protest to the Gilbert Parks &
Recreation Department no later than 5:00 p.m. of the next working day. A $25.00 hearingfee
will berequired and must accompany theprotest. If the protestishonored, thefeeisrefundable.
Theleague coordinator will review the protest and notify the manager assoon aspossible.

Quedtionsof playersdigibility must bebrought to theattention of theumpireandfield supervisor
by the coach beforethe end of the gamesthird (3rd inning). Oncethe gameends, no protest
involving eligibility, age, or identity will be considered. To verify player identification, the
player must provide proper identification to continueto play. If the player cannot provide
I.D., he/sheisremoved fromthegame. If ateam(s) isfound to beusing anillegd player, the
team automatically forfeitsthe game and may be subject to further disciplinary action. Both
teams should be prepared to show identificationinthe event of player protests.
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F. League
Standings

G. Roster Checks

H. Run Rule

l. Scorekeeping

J. Strike Zone &
Pitching

K. lllegal Bats

L. Dug Outs

Final league standingsare determined by the best overall win/lossrecord. If two teamsare
tied at theend of theregular season, theteam which defeated the other more often in head-to-
head competition will take thetop position. In the case of asplit, the team which had the
lowest number of runs scored against them by the other team will take the higher positionin
thestandings. Inthe case of three (or more) teamswithidentical records, theteam which had
thelowest number of runsscored againgt them by the common opponentswill takethe higher
position in the standings. Exception: If oneteam won (swept) al of the head-to-head games
versuseach of the other common opponents, that teamwill beawarded highest positioninthe
standings. (Theleague coordinator hasthefinal decisioninall mattersconcerning this
rule.)

The Gilbert Parks & Recreation staff reservestheright to randomly check team
rostersfor player validity. Themanager isresponsiblefor keeping up-to-date team roster
records. Thispractice can eliminate any question asto whether or not ateam member is
eigibletoplay. Playersmust present thefield supervisor with aform of photo identification
uponrequest. Any player or teaminformationwhichisnot correct on ateam’sroster, and/or
theuseof illegd orindigibleplayerswill resultinleaguediscipline.

If ateam isahead by 20 runsor more after three completeinnings, thegameisover. The
gameisasoover if ateamisahead 12 runsafter five or moreinnings.

Thehometeam isofficial scorekeeper. Player'sfirst and last names must bewritten on
the scoresheet. If the hometeam does not supply ascorekeeper, thevisiting team hasthe
option of supplying the official scorekeeper. If it does, the visiting team becomesthehome
team. If theoriginal visiting team does not wish to be or cannot supply ascorekeeper, the
origina hometeam must provide ascorekeeper evenif it means pulling aplayer fromthe
lineup. Refusdl todo sowill resultinthehometeamforfeitingtothevigtingteam. Thevisiting
teamisresponsiblefor comparing scorebooks after eachinning. If thereisdiscrepancy in
scores, play ishdted to solvethe problem. After the next pitch, no further discussonwill be
considered. After each game, theumpiremustinitial thefina score. Itisrecommended that
eventhevisting team keep their own score, and comparetheir book to the official scoresheet
with the hometeam after eachinning to avoid any scorekeeping i Ssues.

Teams may use unlimited substitutions as long as players remain in the same batting
order throughout the game.

Theextensonmat and homeplateareused to cdl strikes. Thisstrikezoneis17" by 34". Each
batter beginswith a1-1count and hasonefoul towaste(with 2 strikes). Theball must be
pitched with aperceptiblearc and reach aheight of at least Six feet from the ground, while not
exceeding a max height of 12 feet from theground. The pitcher has 10 secondsto releasethe
next pitch after receiving theball, or after theumpireindicates“play ball”. The pitcher may
pitch up to threefeet behind the pitching rubber but must bedirectly behindit.

TheA.S.A. banned bat list will be utilized (www.softball.org). The Town of Gilbert
reservestheright to ban additional bats. Metal spikesor metal cleatsare not permitted.
Only players, coachesand one scorekeeper aredlowed in dugout. Spectator s, children, or
non-player sarenot per mitted in thedugoutsfor safety reasons.
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A. Co-Ed Team

B. Extra Players

C. Batting Order

D. Player
Combinations

E. Outfield Line

CO-Ed RULES & REGULATIONS

Co-Edteamsconsist of 10 playerson defense. A minimum of eight playersisallowed. A
minimum of four and amaximum of Sx womenmust play at al times. Teamsmay play witha
minimum of three, up toamaximum of fivemen. However, ateam can never play withmore
men than women during agame. (Also see Player Combinationsbelow.)

Extraplayer(s), referredto as“EP'S” areoptional, but if they are used, thismust be made
known prior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoresheet in the regular batting
order. If the EP sare used, heand she must be used the entire game. Failureto completethe
gamewiththe EP sresultsinforfeitureof thegame. Exception: Thegameisnot forfeitedif
aplayer(s) leavesthe gamedueto injury. However, ateam can never play with moremen
than women during thegame. The EP smust remain in the same position in the batting order
for theentiregame. Either or both EP' smay be substituted for at any time. The substitute(s)
must beaplayer(s) who hasnot yet beeninthegame. The starting EP(s) may re-enter. (Also
see Batting Ruleson page4.)

The batting order must alternate man/woman, man/woman, etc. No two men may bat in
succession. A man, or woman may bat first. All 12 players, including thetwo EP's, must bat.
(Also see Batting Ruleson page 4 for optional batting rotations.) The batting order must
remain the samethroughout theentiregame. Exception: if aplayer(s) leavesthegamedueto
injury, the batting order must till alternate between male and femal e batters. Example: if a
femaleleavesthe game dueto injury, amale must also leave the gameto keep thelevel of
malesequal, or lower thanfemales. If thissituation causesthe team to drop below eight
players, thegameisforfeited.

If amaleleavesthegameduetoinjury, itisnot necessary for afemaeto a so leavethegame.
Morefemal esthan males can play aslong asalegitimate combination of maes-to-femalesis
maintained. (Also see Co-Ed Teamabove.) Any 10 playersin thefollowing combinations
may play defense:

1) Fivemaes............... and .., fivefemdes
2) Fourmales.............. and .............. four, five, or ax females
3) Threemales............. and ..o Five, or sx femaes

Thefollowing combinationson defense must be maintained:
* Onemae/onefemal e as pitcher/catcher
» Maximum of two malesintheinfield
» Maximum of two malesintheoutfield

Alineispainted 180 feet from homeplate. All outfieldersmust stay behind lineuntil theball is
hit.
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A. Manager/Coach
Responsibilities

B. Player/Team
Discipline

C. Code of Conduct

PLAYER/TEAM CONDUCT

Each manager isresponsibleto seethat his/her players, spectators, and/or scorekeepers
abideby dl therulesgoverningleagueplay and dl rules/paliciesregarding theuse of the Town
of Gilbert park facilities.

Two reprimands or warningsto anindividual, team and/or spectator for unsportsmanlike
conduct will be causefor automatic g ection of the player, gameforfeit, and/or remova of the
spectator from the park premises. A third reprimand to any other player or spectator of the
team will warrant termination of the game, with theforfeit win being awvarded to the opposing
team. Any player gected from a game is automatically suspended from the next
gameAND ISREQUIRED TO LEAVE THE PARK IMMEDIATELY. Any gjected
player who playsinthenext game causeshis/her teamtoforfeit that game. Any player gected
twiceinaseasonwill bedropped fromtheleague. Someflagrant formsof unsportsmanlike
conduct (as determined by the umpire) will warrant automatic € ection with no
war ningsgiven. Any team receiving two g ectionsin the same gamewill beforfeited.

The Code of Conduct includes, but isnot limited to thefollowing:

1) Nomanager, player, or spectator shall physically/verbally threaten, lay ahand upon,
shove, or strikean official, field supervisor, staff member, player and/or spectator.

2.) Nomanager, player, and/or spectator shall beguilty of objectionableand/or disruptive
verba demonstrationsof dissent at an officia’sor field supervisor'sdecision, or refuse
to abideby officia’sor field supervisor'sdecision. No manager, player, and/or spectator
shall beguilty of verbal abuseto includereferencesto anindividual or group'srace,
religion, gender, nationa origin, disability or age.

3.) Paticipantsshall not useflagrant rough tacticsagainst an opposing player.

4.) Thereshal beno unnecessary throwing of equipment, or any other objects.

5.) Therewill beno causefor defacement or destructionto any publicfacility or equipment.

6.) Participants(managers, coaches, players, etc.) may not falsify their own nameor any
other player'sname on ateam roster, scoresheet, or any other league document. The
useof indigibleorillega playersisnot permitted.

7.)  Consuming acoholic beveragesin Town of Gilbert parksisnot permitted.

Individualsand/or teamsviolating the Code of Conduct will be subject to leaguediscipline

actionwhichmay includeoneor moreof thefollowing actions: gamegection, gameforfeture,
game suspensions, probation and/or seasonal suspension.

Gilbert Parks & Recreation Department « 90 E. Civic Center Drive, Gilbert, AZ. 85296 < (480) 503-6200 9




GILBERT PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT - ADULT SOFTBALL PROGRAM

C. Code of Conduct  TheGilbert Parks& Recreation Department reservestheright to discipline and/or suspend
Continued: players, or managersfor incidentsand/or conduct not specifically coveredin thishandbook
or theA.S.A. official rules, but which in the opinion of the Gilbert Parks & Recreation
Department constitutes unsportsmanlike conduct, dangerous conduct, or conduct whichis
determined to be detrimental to the Gilbert Softball Program. All officia leaguedisciplinary
decisionsasrendered by the Gilbert Parks & Recreation Department arefinal .

ADDENDUM AND HOME RUN RULES

A. Blood Rule
Any player/coachwhoisbleeding, hasan openwound, or hasblood on hig’her uniform, shall

be prohibited from participating further in the game until appropriate treatment can be
administered. If medical treatment or care can be administered in areasonabletime, the
individua will not havetoleavethegame. (Thelength of time cong dered reasonableisumpire
judgement.) Theumpirewill berespons blefor determining whether an openwound or bleeding
condition requirestreatment. Theumpirewill aso determinein his’her judgement if auniform
needsto be changed.

If treatment or actionisrequired, theumpireshal:

» Stop thegameand immediately call acoach, trainer, or other authorized
persontotheinjured player and alow treatment.

* Apply therulesof thegameregarding substitution, short-handed player and
re-entry if necessary.

Although afirst-aid kit ismaintained at the ballfield complex for emergency situations, itis
recommended that teams bring first-aid suppliesto each gameto treat potential bleeding
situations. It iseach team'sresponsibility to provide bandages and dressings, and administer
careintheapplication of thisBlood Rule.

Commentsor suggestionsregarding the
Adult Softball Program should bedirected to:
Mary Hahn, Recreation Coordinator
Gilbert Parks & Recreation Department
90E. Civic Center Drive, Gilbert, AZ 85296
(480) 503-6242
fax (480) 503-6204 mary.hahn@qgjilbertaz.gov
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HOME RUN RULES*

Level Home Run Rule

Vool Co-Ed Doubleheader D | 1 perteamous thereafter
Mon Men's Doubleheader D | 1 perteamous thereafter
V=Sl \\omen's Doubleheader | C unimited

Tues Co-Ed Doubleheader C | 2 perteamous thereatter
Wees]  Ven's Doubleheader D | 1 perteamouts thereafter

Wees]  Men's Doubleheader | B/C | 4 per teamouts thereafter
IVl  Co-Ed Doubleheader 1 per teamous thereafter
Thurs Men's Doubleheader 1 per teamous thereafter

Fri Co-Ed Doubleheader | B/C | 3 per teamouts thereafter

0|0

Fri Co-Ed Singleheader Dl | 1 perteamous thereafter
Fri Co-Ed Singleheader Dll | 1 per teamouts thereafter
Sun Co-Ed Singleheader D | 1 perteamous thereafter
Sun Co-Ed Singleheader C | 2 perteamous thereafter
S Mer's Single/Doubleheader| D | 1 perteamous thereafter

*THESE HOME RUN RULES MAY BE CHANGED AT ANY TIME AT THE DISCRETION OF THE LEAGUE DIRECTOR.
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